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3rd December to 11th December 2021 (9 days) 
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South Texas is a birder's paradise at any time of the year, but especially during late winter when the 

spectacular array of resident birds in south Texas are joined by an abundance of wintering shorebirds 

and waterfowl. This 9day tour begins and ends in Corpus Christi with a leisurely swing through the 

birding hot spots of the lower Rio Grande Valley. 

 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

TEXAS IN WINTER ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrive in Corpus Christi and transfer to Rockport 

Day 2 Boat tour of Aransas NWR, transfer to King Ranch 

Day 3 King Ranch and Laguna Atascosa NWR to McAllen 

Days 4 & 5 Lower Rio Grande Valley Birding 

Day 6 Salineno and Chapeno to Zapata 

Days 7 & 8 Zapata, Hill Country birding 

Day 9 Zapata to Corpus Christi and depart 

 

TOUR MAP 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrive in Corpus Christi and 

transfer to Rockport.  Today will be devoted 

to getting our group together and settled in at 

our accommodations in Rockport. This will 

include some fine local seafood for dinner, for 

those who wish to enjoy a taste of the Gulf 

Coast. 

 

Day 2: Boat tour of Aransas NWR, transfer 

to Kingsville.  Our tour starts off with a bang, 

with one of the major birds of the tour being 

our target today – the majestic, endemic 

Whooping Crane! Aboard the ‘Skimmer’, we 

will work through the salt marshes and coastal 

bends of the vast Aransas National Wildlife 

Refuge in search of individuals belonging to 

the only remaining wild population of this 

Endangered bird. After teetering on the brink of extinction with a mere 21 wild birds in the early 1940’s, 

this species is a true success story resulting from combined captive breeding, reintroduction and 

conservation efforts. In 2013, there were some 450 birds living in the wild, and the population trend is 

an optimistic one, though progress is slow. Aside from the clear objective of enjoying lengthy views of 

this very rare and special bird, there is an impressive list of other potential birds on this morning’s boat 

ride.  

 

Reddish Egret, Black Skimmer, Roseate Spoonbill, Fulvous Whistling Duck, Mottled Duck, American 

and Least Bitterns, King and Clapper Rails, as well as some 28 species of shorebirds are possible, not to 

mention the outside possibility of ticking a few good passerines, such as Sedge Wren or Seaside Sparrow. 

And that’s not to mention all the likely gulls, terns and waders!  

 

After about 3 hours aboard, we will return to 

our van and begin heading south towards 

Kingsville. There are several great birding 

spots en route, especially for passing migrants, 

so we will have a very pleasant afternoon 

birding our way into the south Texas 

brushlands and plains. 

 

Day 3: King Ranch and Laguna Atascosa 

NWR to McAllen.  The King Ranch occupies 

some 825,000 acres, spanning 3 of the larger 

Texas counties. This is an area slightly larger 

than the state of Rhode Island! While it would 

take weeks to explore all the nooks and 

crannies of this huge private holding. We will 

have a full morning to bird the various habitats 

Roseate Spoonbill by Rich Lindie 

Golden-fronted Woodpecker by Owen Deutsch 
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of this section, though we will certainly focus on 

the oak mottes and subtropical scrub for our first 

“Tex-Mex” species whose tropical ranges 

extend but a short distance across the border 

from Mexico into the United States here. These 

include Inca, Common Ground and White-

tipped Doves, Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, Golden-

fronted and Ladder-backed Woodpeckers, 

Brown-crested and stunning Vermilion 

Flycatchers, charismatic Northern Beardless 

Tyrannulet, near-endemic Couch’s Kingbird, 

brilliant Green Jay, endemic Black-crested 

Titmouse, Long-billed Thrasher, Tropical 

Parula and Olive Sparrow, many of which even 

come to the feeders near our accommodations!  

 

Today will also be one of the most exciting days for photography enthusiasts amongst the group, as the 

headquarters are well-stocked with food for a variety of beautiful birds. While the ranch’s oak habitats 

do not extend all the way to the lower Rio Grande Valley, where we will spend the next 2.5 days, the 

grassland and scrub habitats here extend well south into Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, 

where we will spend this afternoon focusing on these grassland and marsh habitats. White-tailed are 

numerous, but our primary interest is to be found in the grasslands with the much-desired northern race 

of Aplomado Falcon. This stunning bird was nearly extirpated from its grassy ranges in the southern 

United States by the early 1900s. Through a vigorous breeding and re-introduction program by the 

Peregrine Fund, coupled with the released birds’ natural tendencies to mix with wild populations across 

the border, this species is now well-established in a few parts of Texas, and the King Ranch and Laguna 

Atascosa are two of those places! 

 

These expansive, healthy grasslands are both wintering and breeding ground for a number of exciting 

species that can be tricky to see elsewhere. Greater Roadrunner, Curve-billed Thrasher, Ash-throated 

Flycatcher, Bewick’s and Cactus Wrens all inhabit the drier scrub, while the lusher grasses harbour 

Northern Bobwhite, and Botteri’s, Cassin’s, Clay-colored, Lark, Vesper, Savannah and Grasshopper 

Sparrows. Though we will have already amassed 

an impressive list of gulls, terns, shorebirds and 

waterfowl the day before, Laguna Atascosa will 

offer us a fine opportunity to learn and compare 

these often tricky species which, here, are in 

huge quantity together for study. Least, Gull-

billed, Caspian, Common, Forster’s, Royal and 

Sandwich Terns are all likely! Thirty species of 

shorebirds, alongside Great, Snowy and Reddish 

Egrets, Tricolored, Little Blue, Green and Great 

Blue Herons, American White and White-faced 

Ibis, and much more will be tallied today, with 

the possibility of a vagrant always in mind. 

American Flamingo, Magnificent Frigatebird, 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher and Blue Bunting are 

Green Jay by Owen Deutsch 

Grey Hawk by Owen Deutsch 



RBL Texas – Winter Itinerary  5 

 

 

 

among the long list of Neotropical vagrant 

species recorded on the refuge. The oasis effect 

of the lush vegetation and feeders around the 

refuge headquarters draw a huge number of 

desired species, many already mentioned.  

 

However, views of Plain Chachalaca, Great 

Kiskadee and Olive Sparrow are often best here. 

The mammal list for the refuge includes Bobcat, 

as well as the only stable breeding population of 

the elusive Ocelot in the United States. While 

both cats are seldom seen, and a sighting 

unlikely, we might chance onto Nine-banded 

Armadillo or the endemic Texas Tortoise. We 

will eventually continue to our hotel in 

McAllen, after another wonderful day in the 

field.  

 

Days 4 to 6: Lower Rio Grande Valley Birding.  The town of McAllen will be our base for the next 

two full days, so we can easily explore the diverse habitats found along the Rio Grande Valley from a 

central location. By now we will have reached the subtropics and native habitats dominated by 

Tamaulipan thorn scrub with Rio Grande gallery forests. More than 30 species are essentially restricted 

to the Rio Grande Valley in the United States and visits to the birding meccas of Bentsen State Park, 

Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, Estero Llano Grande and Sabal Palms Sanctuary should net us a 

good selection of these. Each year, a few vagrant birds also straggle across the border from points further 

south.  

 

The Rio Grande Valley offers great chances to observe 

species that are typically scarce of rare within the ABA 

territory and if any rarity is around, we will make a concerted 

effort to see it. Regular valley specialities we will see in the 

McAllen area include Grey Hawk, Groove-billed Ani, 

Ringed and Green Kingfishers, (Common) Pauraque, Buff-

bellied Hummingbird, Golden-fronted Woodpecker, 

Northern Beardless Tyrannulet, Green Jay, Great Kiskadee, 

Couch’s Kingbird, Clay-colored Thrush, Long-billed 

Thrasher, White-tipped Dove, Green Parakeet, Red-crowned 

Amazon (Parrot), Least Grebe, Hooded, Altamira and 

Audubon’s Orioles, and Bronzed Cowbird.  

 

This region truly is a birder’s paradise, with numerous 

birding preserves, feeding stations and unrivalled coverage 

by visiting and local birders alike. While birding is definitely 

our focus, bird photography in the valley is, in a word, 

outstanding. Due to the paucity of feeding stations and the 

long-standing culture of birding in the region, the birds are 

often confiding, offering great photographic opportunities! 

Greater Roadrunner by Owen Deutsch 

Pyrrhuloxia by Owen Deutsch 
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Though mammals were much more numerous 

before the huge expansion of the local human 

population blanketed the area, Bentsen State 

Park and Santa Ana are still great for chance 

encounters with anything from racoons and 

skunks to Jaguarundi. Add pleasant 

accommodations and great Mexican cuisine 

(among other options), and we are sure to be 

enamoured with the valley.  

 

Day 7: Salineno and Chapeno to Zapata.  We 

rise early and head upriver, north-west, to the 

riverside villages of Salineno and Chapeno. 

These small birding spots, though not as 

extensive or important from a conservation 

standpoint as the myriad of parks, reserves and 

wildlife refuges two hours downriver, are just as exciting, if not more so from a birding standpoint. These 

two sites are the best spots for a number of ‘valley specialities’, such as Muscovy Duck, Grey and Zone-

tailed Hawks, Hook-billed Kite, Red-billed Pigeon and Brown Jay. Being farther west and a bit higher 

in elevation, the vegetation surrounding these sites is distinctly more desert-like, including Scaled Quail, 

Greater Roadrunner, Black-throated Sparrow, Pyrrhuloxia, Chihuahuan Raven, Cactus Wren, 

Audubon’s, Hooded and Bullock’s Orioles, Lesser Goldfinch and Verdin. 

                           

Day 8: San Ygnacio and Falcon Dam State Park.  This 

morning we head out to search for White-collared Seedeater 

in the region of San Ygnacio. This localised species, which 

only occurs across the border in two locations, is a nice 

addition to any birding tour in Texas. 

 

We'll spend a fair amount of time covering the habitat 

around Falcon State Park. Countable (non-domestic) 

Muscovy Duck can sometimes be seen flying along the 

river. Many of the desert species are found in the scrub 

surrounding Zapata and Falcon Dam, such as Pyrrhuloxia, 

Harris' Hawk, Verdin, Scaled Quail, Ladder- backed 

Woodpecker, Cactus Wren, Black-throated Sparrow, Curve-

billed Thrasher and Chihuahuan Raven.  

 

Day 9: Zapata to Corpus Christi and depart. This 

morning, we may have a little time to look for any of the 

species we may not have encountered, before heading back 

to Corpus Christi where the tour will conclude.  

 

 

 

 

 

White-collared Seedeater by Owen Deutsch 

Scaled Quail by Owen Deutsch 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for these 

tours are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

The tour price includes:  

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 9;  

• All accommodations; 

• Ground transportation; 

• All reserve entrance fees;  

• Tips for local guides and services; and 

• All guiding services of a Rockjumper tour leader. 

 

…and excludes: 

• Any airfares, taxes and visa costs; 

• Any beverages;  

• Special gratuities; and 

• Telephone calls, laundry and items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose 

to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that 

a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold (US$), and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single 

supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 

supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, porters and restaurants) are included on this 

tour. However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have 

given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them.  

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS 

This tour does not include ANY international airfares. The tour will commence from Corpus Christi 

International Airport (IATA: CRP) at 16:00 day 1 and conclude at Corpus Christi International Airport 

(IATA: CRP) at around 11:00 on day 9. 

 



RBL Texas – Winter Itinerary  8 

 

 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 

information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 

confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 

contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS 

Corpus Christi International Airport (IATA: CRP) is the main port of entry and exit for this tour. Please 

DO NOT book your international flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for 

confirmation on the status of the tour. 


